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Pyeongchang Declaration

12th Consultative Commission Meeting of the Greater Tumen Initiative (GTI)
28 September 2011, Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea

1. Introduction

The 12th GTI Consultative Commission (CC) Meeting was successfully held on 28 September 2011 in Pyeongchang, the Republic of Korea with the participation of high-level governmental delegations from the GTI member countries: People’s Republic of China, Mongolia, Republic of Korea and Russian Federation (further referred to as “the member governments”), and the representative of United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
The member governments acknowledged the progress on the GTI cooperation achieved since the 11th CC meeting held in September 2010 in Changchun, China, with the continuous support of UNDP, and stressed the important role of GTI as a member country driven regional cooperation platform for the sustainable development and prosperity of Northeast Asia. 
Recognising the efforts and progress marked towards the re-engagement of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and the involvement of Japan in GTI activities, the member governments reaffirmed the importance of engaging all Northeast Asian countries in the GTI cooperation. 
2. Strategic Outlook

The member governments reiterated that they will make additional efforts to enhance the GTI cooperation which should finally enable to upgrade GTI to a higher political level to enhance the institutional capacity of the GTI for promoting regional cooperation and economic development in Northeast Asia.

The member governments appreciated the efforts made by renowned Northeast Asian experts to conduct the GTI Strategic Review, supported by the Government of the Republic of Korea, providing a reference for the GTI development, and endorsed the work plan for updating the existing GTI Strategic Action Plan (2006-2015) by the Secretariat. 

The member governments also reaffirmed their full ownership of GTI, and confirmed their commitment to further pursue the transition of the GTI Secretariat towards an independent legal entity. 

3. Cooperation in Priority Sectors

The member governments noted the pragmatic outcomes made through concrete cooperation activities under the GTI institutional bodies in each priority sector, and emphasized the significance of these structures for policy coordination and project cooperation in the region. Reflecting current GTI capacity, the member governments affirmed that the cooperation should focus on the priority projects to produce most desirable results in the near term.

(i) Transport

The member governments agreed that the cooperation in the transport sector is the top priority on the GTI agenda. Highlighting the importance of transport infrastructure as the basis for regional economic development, the member governments stressed the critical need to cooperate on the development of an integrated GTI regional transport network plan in reference to the existing national and bilateral development plans and welcomed the launch of the GTI Corridor Study Project. Taking into consideration the importance of building the transport network in NEA, the Government of the Republic of Korea expressed strong willingness to provide additional funding on the GTI Corridor Study Project. In addition, the member governments stressed the importance of the early launch of cross-border road and railway bridge constructions among the GTI member countries. The member governments also emphasised the need to expedite the efforts to develop sea-land inter-modal transportation in the region with the participation of all Northeast Asian countries, and welcomed China to host a meeting by the end of 2011 to discuss sea-land inter-modal transportation issues.

(ii) Trade Facilitation 

The member governments stressed that trade facilitation is a key means to reduce trade barriers, therefore, contributing to the increase of trade and investment flow in the region. They agreed to inaugurate the Meeting of the Trade Facilitation Committee in Beijing in November 2011 in effort to strengthen information sharing and capacity building on cross-border policies, rules and regulations among member countries. They also agreed that GTI should study and disseminate best international and regional practices on trade facilitation including harmonising and simplifying cross-border formalities and procedures, developing E-Certification Online Verification System, etc. The member governments also agreed to implement these practices among countries that are ready to do so.

(iii) Tourism

The member governments stressed the significant role of tourism in stimulating economic development in the region, and welcomed the progress made under the GTI Tourism Board, such as the launch of the Multi-Destination Tourism Project and the publication of the GTI Tourism Guide in five languages. The member governments stressed the significance of promoting and expanding cross-border multi-destination tour to further realize regional potential for tourism development. Moreover, the member governments welcomed China to convene the 1st GTI Northeast Asia Tourism Forum in Hunchun, China in 2012. 

4. Local Government Cooperation

The member governments acknowledged active participation and initiatives of the Northeast Asian local governments in the GTI activities, and recognized the critical role of local governments for concrete project cooperation. Therefore, the member governments announced the establishment of the GTI NEA Local Cooperation Committee (LCC) to further promote the local government engagement and build synergy among the local and central governments for the NEA regional economic cooperation. The LCC will encourage the participation of local governments of DPRK and Japan as well. In this context, the member governments approved the Capacity Building Project for NEA Local Governments, which is to be co-financed by the Government of China and Asian Development Bank, and implemented at the end of 2011 and 2012. 

The member governments welcomed the successful conclusion of the Joint Session with the NEA local governments held in the framework of the 12th CC Meeting to promote interaction and dialogue between the NEA local and central governments, and urged the LCC to hold its first meeting as soon as possible.
5. Partnership Development

The member governments stressed the need for partnership building with international, regional and bilateral development agencies as well as the private sector to mobilize resources for GTI cooperation, and welcomed the participation and support of GTI partners in project activities. The member governments appreciated the Secretariat’s work on strengthening the communication and partnerships with major international partners and encouraged continuous joint efforts together with the member countries to expand the GTI partnership network. 

6. GTI Forums

Upon the successful conclusion of the GTI Local Development Forum and Northeast Asia Economic Cooperation Forum held on 27 September in the framework of the 12th Consultative Commission Meeting, the member governments appreciated the exchanges and knowledge sharing among regional stakeholders through the GTI Forums, generating proposals for GTI future activities.
7. UNDP support

The member governments expressed their appreciation on the UNDP’s continuous support. They welcomed the launch of UNDP Northeast Asia Cooperation Program in support of GTI in the areas of local cooperation, trade facilitation and partnership expansion for the GTI.

8. Administration and Finance
The member governments reviewed and endorsed the 2011– 2012 work plan and the new ratio of the contributions to the Common Fund since 2012, and approved the corresponding budget. The member governments endorsed the Memo on the Selection for the Directorship of the GTI Secretariat to strengthen its HR capacity.

9. The Way Forward

The member governments welcomed the proposal of the Government of the Russian Federation and the Primorsky Territory Administration to host the 13th Consultative Commission Meeting in Vladivostok, Primorsky Territory, in September 2012. Mr. Igor Manylov, State Secretary and Deputy Minister of Economic Development of the Russian Federation was elected as the new Chairperson of the CC to serve in this position until the next CC Meeting. 
The member governments expressed their appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Korea and the Gangwon Provincial Government for hosting the 12th CC meeting and the Secretariat for its industrious work.
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